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Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 

the balance of my time. 
Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, again I 

would like to encourage my colleagues 
to support this important step and 
march forward for civil rights in our 
country, celebrating the work behind 
us and getting to work to complete the 
task of ensuring that every American 
has access to the great opportunities 
this country offers. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
POLIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1504, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, July 26, 2010. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 

permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
July 26, 2010 at 10:21 a.m.: 

That the Senate disagrees to the House 
amendment to the Senate amendment H.R. 
4899. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 4684. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

LORRAINE C. MILLER. 

f 

TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY COMMU-
NICATIONS AND VIDEO ACCESSI-
BILITY ACT OF 2010 

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 3101) to ensure 
that individuals with disabilities have 
access to emerging Internet Protocol- 
based communication and video pro-
gramming technologies in the 21st Cen-
tury, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3101 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Twenty-First Century Communications 
and Video Accessibility Act of 2010’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.— 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Limitation on liability. 
Sec. 3. Proprietary technology. 

TITLE I—COMMUNICATIONS ACCESS 
Sec. 101. Definitions. 
Sec. 102. Hearing aid compatibility. 
Sec. 103. Relay services. 
Sec. 104. Access to internet-based services 

and equipment. 
Sec. 105. Emergency Access Advisory Com-

mittee. 
Sec. 106. Relay services for deaf-blind indi-

viduals. 
TITLE II—VIDEO PROGRAMMING 

Sec. 201. Video Programming and Emer-
gency Access Advisory Com-
mittee. 

Sec. 202. Video description and closed cap-
tioning. 

Sec. 203. Closed captioning decoder and 
video description capability. 

Sec. 204. User interfaces on digital appa-
ratus. 

Sec. 205. Access to video programming 
guides and menus provided on 
navigation devices. 

Sec. 206. Definitions. 
TITLE III—PAYGO COMPLIANCE 

Sec. 301. PAYGO Compliance. 
SEC. 2. LIMITATION ON LIABILITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subsection (b), no person shall be liable for a 
violation of the requirements of this Act (or 
of the provisions of the Communications Act 
of 1934 that are amended or added by this 
Act) with respect to video programming, on-
line content, applications, services, advanced 
communications services, or equipment used 
to provide or access advanced communica-
tions services to the extent such person— 

(1) transmits, routes, or stores in inter-
mediate or transient storage the commu-
nications made available through the provi-
sion of advanced communications services by 
a third party; or 

(2) provides an information location tool, 
such as a directory, index, reference, pointer, 
menu, guide, user interface, or hypertext 
link, through which an end user obtains ac-
cess to such video programming, online con-
tent, applications, services, advanced com-
munications services, or equipment used to 
provide or access advanced communications 
services. 

(b) EXCEPTION.—The limitation on liability 
under subsection (a) shall not apply to any 
person to the extent such person relies on 
third party applications, services, software, 
hardware, or equipment to comply with the 
requirements of this Act (or of the provisions 
of the Communications Act of 1934 that are 
amended or added by this Act). 
SEC. 3. PROPRIETARY TECHNOLOGY. 

No action taken by the Commission to im-
plement the requirements of this Act or the 
amendments made by this Act shall mandate 
the use or incorporation of proprietary tech-
nology. 

TITLE I—COMMUNICATIONS ACCESS 
SEC. 101. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 3 of the Communications Act of 
1934 (47 U.S.C. 153) is amended— 

(1) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraphs: 

‘‘(53) ADVANCED COMMUNICATIONS SERV-
ICES.—The term ‘advanced communications 
services’ means— 

‘‘(A) interconnected VoIP service; 
‘‘(B) non-interconnected VoIP service; 
‘‘(C) electronic messaging service; and 
‘‘(D) video conferencing service. 
‘‘(54) DISABILITY.—The term ‘disability’ has 

the meaning given such term under section 3 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 (42 U.S.C. 12102). 

‘‘(55) ELECTRONIC MESSAGING SERVICE.—The 
term ‘electronic messaging service’ means a 
service that provides non-voice messages in 
text form between individuals over commu-
nications networks. 

‘‘(56) INTERCONNECTED VOIP SERVICE.—The 
term ‘interconnected VoIP service’ has the 
meaning given such term under section 9.3 of 
title 47, Code of Federal Regulations, as such 
section may be amended from time to time. 

‘‘(57) NON-INTERCONNECTED VOIP SERVICE.— 
The term ‘non-interconnected VoIP serv-
ice’— 

‘‘(A) means a service that— 
‘‘(i) enables real-time voice communica-

tions that originate from or terminate to the 
user’s location using Internet protocol or 
any successor protocol; and 

‘‘(ii) requires Internet protocol compatible 
customer premises equipment; and 

‘‘(B) does not include any service that is an 
interconnected VoIP service. 

‘‘(58) VIDEO CONFERENCING SERVICE.—The 
term ‘video conferencing service’ means a 
service that provides real-time video com-
munications, including audio, to enable 
users to share information of the user’s 
choosing.’’; and 

(2) by reordering paragraphs (1) through 
(52) and the paragraphs added by paragraph 
(1) of this section in alphabetical order based 
on the headings of such paragraphs and re-
numbering such paragraphs as so reordered. 
SEC. 102. HEARING AID COMPATIBILITY. 

(a) COMPATIBILITY REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) TELEPHONE SERVICE FOR THE DISABLED.— 

Section 710(b)(1) of the Communications Act 
of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 610(b)(1)) is amended to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(b)(1) Except as provided in paragraphs (2) 
and (3) and subsection (c), the Commission 
shall require that customer premises equip-
ment described in this paragraph provide in-
ternal means for effective use with hearing 
aids that are designed to be compatible with 
telephones which meet established technical 
standards for hearing aid compatibility. Cus-
tomer premises equipment described in this 
paragraph are the following: 

‘‘(A) All essential telephones. 
‘‘(B) All telephones manufactured in the 

United States (other than for export) more 
than one year after the date of enactment of 
the Hearing Aid Compatibility Act of 1988 or 
imported for use in the United States more 
than one year after such date. 

‘‘(C) All customer premises equipment used 
with advanced communications services that 
is designed to provide 2-way voice commu-
nications via a built-in speaker intended to 
be held to the ear in a manner functionally 
equivalent to a telephone, subject to the reg-
ulations prescribed by the Commission under 
subsection (e).’’. 

(2) ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS.—Section 
710(b) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 
U.S.C. 610(b)) is further amended— 

(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘initial’’; 
(bb) by striking ‘‘of this subsection after 

the date of enactment of the Hearing Aid 
Compatibility Act of 1988’’; and 

(cc) by striking ‘‘paragraph (1)(B) of this 
subsection’’ and inserting ‘‘subparagraphs 
(B) and (C) of paragraph (1)’’; 

(II) by inserting ‘‘and’’ at the end of clause 
(ii); 

(III) by striking clause (iii); and 
(IV) by redesignating clause (iv) as clause 

(iii); 
(ii) by striking subparagraph (B) and redes-

ignating subparagraph (C) as subparagraph 
(B); and 

(iii) in subparagraph (B) (as so redesig-
nated)— 
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